The Bromfield High School
College Planning Night
January 18th 6:00pm

Agenda

e College Search Process
e Components of the Application
e Other Considerations




e High School Counselors
o Drew Skrocki A-E
m dskrocki@psharvard.org , x1543

o Dawn Hall F-Q
m dhall@psharvard, x1547

o Sara Lamere R-Z - Department Leader
m slamere(@psharvard.org, x1541

o Christine Reale, School Adjustment Counselor
m creale@psharvard.org, x1546

e Administrative Assistant
o Sharon Schmidt
m schmidt@psharvard.org, x1540



What to be doing now...

e Use/create professional emails
O (school email 1s fine)

e Start thinking about courses for senior year
o Balance & challenge
o Align with college requirements

® Research colleges

® In-person and/or virtual campus visits

® Plan for standardized tests *



College Search:
Finding the Fit

e Considerations
o Size: Large, Medium, Small
o Location
m Rural, Urban, Suburban
m Distance from home
o Academic Program
m Specific major, internship/co-op Programs
o Athletics
o Other
m study abroad
m cost
m social



College Search

Naviance

College Website

College Visits (in person and virtual)

Other Websites

o CollegeBoard - Big Future

o National Center for Education Statistics

o Common Data Set — Google “Common Data Se
Name of Institution” (e.g.Common Data Set
Vanderbilt”) - The Common Data Set refers to i
source data that colleges and universities provid

t and

1C

C

annually, in a standardized format, for use 1n co:

guides and other venues.

lege


http://www.collegeboard.org
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/

National College Fairs

Virtual College Fairs

b

NACAC»



https://www.nacacattend.org/fairs/1708529

Engaging with Colleges

e Finding the fit
e C(olleges have reinvented opportunities for connections due to
COVID;
e Making the connection with the institution
o0 Online and in-person tours and information sessions
o Bromfield visits(fall)
o Email
m opening the dialogue w/ admissions rep (ex: questions
about the campus life, curriculum, etc)
m open/read the emails from colleges

o Research college websites, including blogs by current
students

o Social media - the “campus vibe”

e [f students are going to miss school to visit a college:
m must complete the at least
5 days before visits, for prior approval


https://docs.google.com/a/psharvard.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeeuh-UOn3YDm0xHKz6H7LOOXR94C2nLcymM3rCUv4wxPQuw/viewform?c=0&w=1

SRNAVIANCE


https://connection.naviance.com/fc/signin.php?hsid=bromfield
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Components of the Application

Application

Essay / Supplementals
Extracurricular Activities/Resume
Letters of Recommendation
Standardized Testing™



Essays

Your application essay says a lot about you

e Share something meaningful/personal/passionate
e Start writing early

e Try different topics and approaches

e Plagiarism is taken very seriously

e L eave time for careful proofreading

e Check Commonapp.org for essay prompts

e Supplements



Resume

Naviance Resume Builder

Resume uses - applications, letters of recommendation
Extracurricular activities — high school specific
Showcase what you do and the depth of the activity

Include: family responsibilities (1.e. babysitting),
employment, clubs, etc.

Highlight leadership and the impact on your community
when applicable



Letters of Recommendation

Adults who know the student well can offer a helpful perspective
on a student’s abilities and strengths

e Who to ask?
o 2 teachers, 2 different disciplines
o 1 counselor letter
e When to ask?
o 1 spring/1 fall, or both in spring
e Outside/Additional Letters of Rec *

e Say thank you!



Standardized Tests

SAT vs ACT
Check SAT/ACT websites for registration dates

Many ways to prepare and some free practice tests online
Test Optional Movement
What does test optional really mean?
® TJest optional truly is optional
e No pressure to submit (other application
components will just carry more weight)
e Admissions rep said, “Standardized tests are simply
a credential, students can choose to submit 1t or
not. They are just one credential among many.”
e Check college website for their testing requirements
If considering submitting scores, visit colleges websites to find
average SAT/ACT scores




Test Date Reglstratlon Deadline Late Reglstratlon

April 13, 2024 March 8, 2024 March 24, 2024

July 13, 2024 June 7, 2024 June 21, 2024

Test Date Registration Deadline Late Reglstratlon

May 4, 2024 April 19, 2024 April 23, 2024
mgstzazes |



Interviews

Virtual or in-person conversations let colleges see the
person behind the application

e Two types: 1. Informational and 2. Evaluative
eBe prepared to answer open-ended questions
eKnow your reasons for applying to the college
e Ask thoughtful questions

eCover the basics

eRelax and be yourself

Auditions and portfolios



College Application Deadline Options

Ear%?/ Deadlines - generally November/December
o Early Action

Early Action I1* .

- early deadline, non-binding
o Early Decision - early deadline, binding

Re%llar Deadlines - generallg after January lst

o Regular Decision - later deadline, non-bindin

o *Early Decision II- later deadline, binding™*(1
available)

Other Deadlines . y
o Rolling Admission - early deadline, non-binding
o Open Admission - Community colleges

Deadlines are important! Make sure to stay on track.
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Mrs. Schmidt



mailto:sschmidt@psharvard.org
http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.html
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Cofa:fE——"—

Started school again today.. My senioritis is at an all time high now that | got
into[__] I hope you all feel the same way

Like - Comment - Follow Post - January 4 at 7:05pm via mobile
£ 20 people like this.

4% Willow [“——) oh, completely
January 4 at 7:07pm - Like

 —

of that room with pride.
january 4 at 7:07pm via mobile - Like - ¢2 4

F DuncanC_——_1I just failed a physics test and walked out

t | David———_J that little line saying "your admission is
% contingent upon grades equal to or better than current ones"

is being seriously ignored...

January 4 at 7:31pm - Like - &5 9

Madeleine[——1t i fell asleep in 3 out of 6 classes today
and it was awesome.
January 4 at 8:25pm - Like - &3 2

| ] 1 wish | could say | didn't have
senioritis before | got in but | would just be lying...

January 4 at 8:42pm via mobile - Like - &5 2

\ Hannah [ have a nice yellow folder fromr—saying i
dont have to do anything anymore haha

Sunday at 9:16pm - Like - ¢4 3

Write a comment...




Planned Meetings with Juniors this Spring

Post Secondary Planning Seminars: Semester 2

o Meet with junior 5 times 1n small group setting
o Covering this material in greater detail

Individual Post Secondary Planning Meeting
Class Meeting to Discuss Scheduling
Individual Scheduling Meeting



Staying on Track

Spring/Summer Junior Year

Research colleges
Visit campuses & college fairs™

Ask teachers for letters of
recommendation

Take the SAT/ACT

Focus on filling your summer
with meaningful time

Common App (Aug 1%) - Essays
& Supplements

Update Resume

Senior Project

Fall Senior Year

Retake the SAT/ACT if desired
Secure letters of recommendation
Finalize the college essay(s)

Complete all admissions
applications

Submit financial aid applications

Guardian Brag Sheet

Info for Counselor Recommendation

Winter Senior Year

Submit admissions applications
Submit financial aid applications
Apply for scholarships

Send 1n mid-year grade reports

Spring Senior Year

Receive admissions and financial
aid offers

Attend college open house programs
Choose your college by May 1



HANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!




